[Early tubular involvements in lead poisoning in children].
One of the main targets of lead poisoning is the kidney. Chronic poisoning can lead to kidney failure, and acute poisoning to tubulopathy with Toni-Debré-Fanconi syndrome. The primum movens of this tubulopathy is a distortion of mitochondrial energetic metabolism. We studied 27 children presenting with non symptomatic poisoning. Serum creatinine levels were normal. There was neither proteinuria nor glycosuria and only one child presented with hyperaminoaciduria. One third already presented with signs of tubulopathy, as shown by an increase in beta 2 microglobinuria in 36.5% of the cases studied (8 times in 22 samples) and enzymuria in 30.4% of the cases (23.5% if one excludes the children having had a chelation before the study). Kidney is therefore involved early in lead poisoning in children.